Introduced by Council Member Lee & Co-sponsored by Council  

Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-178
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING REUBEN BRIGETY II OF JACKSONVILLE ON HIS NOMINATION AND CONFIRMATION TO SERVE AS THE U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE AFRICAN UNION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Reuben Brigety II, a Jacksonville native and the son of Reuben and Barbara Brigety, a physician and educator/school administrator, respectively, grew up in the Fort Caroline area and graduated from Sandalwood High School where he played in the concert band, was on the debate and track teams, was president of the state high school Latin association, and was the school’s salutatorian; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Brigety earned his bachelor’s degree from the U.S. Naval Academy, where upon graduation he was awarded a scholarship to study at Cambridge University in England, earning his master’s degree in international relations before embarking on a career combining his interest in international relations with a deep concern for human rights issues; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Brigety worked in the Pentagon as an analyst and speechwriter for the Chief of Naval Operations, then after returning to Cambridge to complete his doctoral degree in international relations, became a researcher for Human Rights Watch, a special assistant at the U.S. Agency for International Development and Director of the Sustainable Security Program at the Center for American Progress, as well as teaching on the faculties of George Mason University and American University in the Washington, D.C. area; and 


WHEREAS, Dr. Brigety also held the position of Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, where he applied his considerable skills and passion to the complex problems related to refugees and displaced persons in Africa, helping to coordinate America’s humanitarian efforts with those of the United Nations, foreign governments and humanitarian organizations to deal with the challenges of survival experienced by hundreds of thousands of refugees of war, political upheaval and famine in Africa; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Brigety ably served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of African Affairs where he was responsible for regional security and foreign policy analysis in southern and sub-Sahara Africa; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Brigety was nominated by President Barack Obama, unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate and sworn in as the fourth United States Ambassador to the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where his wife will return to her native country with the couple’s two young sons; and 

WHEREAS, Reuben Brigety has, from a young age, been known for 
his intelligence, his drive for achievement, and his passion for justice and humanitarian causes, and has distinguished himself through his remarkable achievements at a young age; and 

WHEREAS, the City is extremely proud that a native son has risen to prominence in this most important area and will carry Jacksonville’s name to international prominence; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Dr. Reuben Brigety II on his appointment as U.S. Ambassador to the African Union and wishes him and his family the very best of personal and professional success in this new and important position.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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